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We are honored and excited to share 
with you the story of our family, one that is 

loving, caring and nurturing.

W E  A R E

Alison & 
Behzad

Hello!

W E  A R E 
G R A T E F U L 

for the opportunity to 
introduce ourselves to you. 
While we cannot imagine 

what it is like to be in 
your shoes, we trust that 

whatever decision you arrive 
at will be the best decision 

for you and the child you are 
bringing into this world.

We have been together for more than 19-years. We 
consciously delayed having children while developing 

our careers and becoming financially secure. When we were 
ready to have children of our own is when our struggles with 
infertility began. We spent many years receiving fertility 
treatments without any success. Despite the difficulty, we 
have continued to grow both as individuals and as a couple. 
We have always known in our hearts that we are able to love 
a child that did not come to us by birth. We had considered 
adoption as a way of building our family even prior to 
experiencing the challenges we have encountered. Our 
journey to parenthood has been a long one, but ultimately it 
led us here, and we couldn’t be more excited and ready.

O U R  S T O R Y

TRAVELING IN IRAN



Alison is from a small town in Washington state and Behzad was born in 
Tehran, Iran. We are from two very different worlds. We were brought 

together in Los Angeles, California. We met at a protest for social justice in 
LA in 2001. We had mutual friends and saw each other at social events for 
about a year before Behzad called Alison to ask her out on their first date. 
The date included a bike ride in Santa Monica and dinner. We have been 
building our life together ever since.

We have been together for almost 20 years and we continue to support 
one another through life’s growing pains. We have realized that our 
reality does not always rise to meet our hopes and expectations, but 
despite that we continue to set goals, dream and plan for our future.

We spend much of our time laughing with 
and learning from one another. We love to 
cook, ride bikes, garden, take walks, kayak, 
camp, travel and read together. We also love 
watching movies, going to the theatre and 
listening to live music. When we disagree, we 
talk through our differences and feel more 
connected after we work to understand one 
another’s perspectives. Loving one another 
has enriched each of our lives. 

O U R  S T O R Y

We met at a 
protest for social 

justice in 2001.

Our relationship is 
kind and respectful.

About Us

WE LOVE 
HIKING!

STUNNING OCEAN VIEWS



About

Bezhad’s Eyes
T H R O U G H

She also loves 
being outside, 
gardening, hiking, 
biking, kayaking or just taking pictures of 
nature. Her love of people also fuels her social 
justice activism and is one of the main reasons 
she became a Social Worker. Alison’s nurturing 
goes beyond caring for children, it can be seen 
in her relationships with our parents, with friends 
and our extended family, always being thoughtful 
about what others may want or need, whether 
this is during times of celebration, day to day life 
or during challenging times. 

A
lison is a social butterfly, it’s one of 
the main reasons I fell in love with 
her. When she walks into a room she 

instantly brings it to life with her smile and effortless 
joy. She makes friends quickly because of her genuine 

kindness and knack for conversation.

Alison seems to have 
endless energy when it 
comes to spending time 
with children. Alison is 
always involved in making 
things happen, whether it’s 
a family reunion, her 20-
year high school reunion 
or a baby shower. Bringing 
people together is one of 
Alison’s great gift’s. 

Alison relates to 
kids naturally, whether 
getting on the floor to 

help build Legos, playing 
hide and seek in the 

back yard, preparing 
art projects, or putting 

on a puppet show for our 
friends’ children.

Alison

CHECKING 
OUT SOME 

COOL 
WATERFALLS

MUSTACHE 
SELFIE

AN AFTERNOON 
FISHING

SILLY BALLOON HATS 
WITH MY NIECES AND 

NEPHEW



Behzad
About

His love 
of history, 
philosophy and 
the natural world keep him constantly 
engaged with developing an ever-deeper 
understanding and love for the world we live 
in. He also uses that knowledge to further his 
other joy, the great outdoors. Behzad loves 
to get his hands dirty gardening, cultivating 
flowers and vegetables, as well as camping, 
hiking, biking and kayaking.

Alison’s Eyes
T H R O U G H

B
ehzad is kind and 
gentle. He is a rudder 
guiding us through 

life’s difficult storms. Behzad is 
one of the smartest and most 
capable people I have ever 
met. Behzad likes to say that 
after Alison, his greatest love 
is food! He was fortunate to 
grow up in a house where his 
mom cooked delicious food 
from scratch every day, and 
he can’t wait to share that love 
with a child. Behzad finds his 
time in the kitchen meditative 
and relaxing. He cooks Persian, 
Indian, Mexican, Italian, Greek, 
as well as food from several 
regions of the United States. 
Food is one of his favorite ways 
of relating to other cultures 
and preparing food for loved 
ones brings him great joy. He 
uses cooking as a means of 
nourishing his relationships 
with Alison, family and friends. 
Behzad is an avid reader and is 
committed to a life of learning. 

Behzad loves to visit 
National Parks, and 
one of his greatest 
dreams is to drive 
across the country 

with our child, 
visiting all of the 

amazing Parks our 
country has to offer.   

GRILLING 
A FEAST TENDING THE GARDEN

KAYAING WITH 
OUR NIECE

NEIGHBORHOOD BIKE RIDE

SPEAKING OUT 
AGAINST RACISM



Home
Community

Our

AND

We moved into our diverse community 
with an adoptive child in mind. We live 

across the street from a large park with baseball 
diamonds, tennis courts, a local community center 
and a public pool. Our community is safe. The 
neighborhood schools are excellent. As a biracial 
couple, we’ve had the chance to learn about 
diverse cultural practices and we continue to enjoy 
learning about and respecting other cultures.

W E  L O V E  T O 
T R AV E L !

We’ve traveled abroad to places like Iran, 
Turkey, Greece and Mexico as well as 

numerous cities and national parks across the United 
States. Spending time together in nature, whether 
camping or hiking, provides us opportunities to 
engage in the natural world and appreciate the 
beauty of the world that we often take for granted 
living in the city. When we are not traveling, we are 
a couple of homebodies. We love spending the day 
in our pajamas and watching movies or listening to 
music! We venture into the city to enjoy museums, 
theater, baseball games, comedy shows, and concerts. 
We also enjoy practicing yoga!

Travel

We love to travel and believe that 
experiencing the world through travel can 
have a positive impact on a child. We are 
fortunate to have a diverse community 
of friends and family who have been 
encouraging and are incredibly supportive.

We live three miles from Lake Michigan and we are walking distance 
to our local library. In addition to the park across the street, we 
have a huge deck on which we love to entertain friends and family. 
We also can’t wait to teach your child all about gardening—we have 
raised bed vegetable gardens in our backyard! Though we do have a 
large basement that is perfect for playing in, our favorite space is our 
family room. We spend most of our time there, as it is perfect for 
reading, playing games, listening to music or enjoying movie night.

BAHÁ'Í HOUSE OF 
WORSHIP

WINTER IN MICHIGAN

BEAUTIFUL ATHENS

OUTSIDE THE THEATER



Alison is very close with her 
mom who she speaks to 

almost daily. Her mom is a retired 
educator who worked for an elementary school for nearly 30-years and 
who has for as long as Alison can remember volunteered in the community. 
Between Alison’s two brothers and their respective wives we have a total of 
six nieces and nephews on Alison’s side of the family, and they cannot wait to 
welcome a cousin from “Aunt Alison” and “Uncle Behzad”! As a family, we 
spend holidays together and get together during the summer. My brothers and 
I feel fortunate to have grown closer to one another through life’s challenges, 
such as when our dad passed away a few years ago. We feel incredibly blessed 
to have one another to lean on during difficult times. 

ALISON'S SIDE OF THE FAMILY

Our 
Families

A N D  L O V E D  O N E S

Everyone is so 
excited for us 

to adopt!

Behzad is the youngest of four, and his three older brothers are 
an essential part of his life. Two of his brothers live in California, 
but his brother closest in age lives with his wife and two children 
nearby. We have close relationships with our nieces and nephews on 
Behzad’s side of the family. The youngest of them is in high school, 
but they are all so excited to have a baby cousin!

Behzad’s family is the quintessential 

immigrant family. Behzad’s parents 

moved their family from Iran to the 

United States in 1976 in search of a better 

life for their children. 

BEAUTIFUL ATHENS

ICE CREAM TREAT 
WITH OUR NIECE

BEHZAD AND HIS MOM REDWOOD FOREST

BINGO NIGHT WITH A FRIEND'S CHILD

HIKING WITH ALISON'S MOM



Thank you for 
considering our family. 
We wish you strength 
and peace in making 

this decision, whatever 
the outcome may be.

If you decide to choose our family, we would be grateful beyond 
words. Your child will always know that their life has been surrounded 
by love since the beginning. We are excited to embrace and honor you 
as we help your child understand their story, and we hope to have an 
open relationship with you, to whatever degree you are comfortable.

Closing

W I T H  G R A T I T U D E

Alison & 
Behzad

I N

W
e hope you enjoyed learning a little about us and were able to 
imagine what your child’s life might look like with our family. 
We are excited to teach them about the world and instill in 

them values that build community: empathy, compassion, social justice, 
kindness, wonder, joy, gratitude and love. We want the child that joins our 
family to feel safe, loved, nurtured and prepared to engage with the world 
with confidence and have respect for all living beings.


